102                   AN INTERVENTION

he   suddenly   broke   into   our    debate   with   the
exclamation;

"Would it be 'in order' to introduce a concrete
example ? There is a curiously apt one here in the
Chronicle?

And upon our assenting, he read us a long
extract about phosphorus-poisoning, the details of
which I now forget, but at any rate it brought
before us, very vividly, a tale of cruel suffering
and oppression.

" Now," he said, as he finished, " is that, may I
ask, the kind of thing that it amuses you to call
mere illusion?"

"Yes," replied Dennis stoutly, "that will do very
well for an example."

" Well," he rejoined, " I do not propose to dispute
about words; but for my own part I should have
thought that, if anything is real, that is ; and so,
I think, you would find it, if you yourself were the
sufferer."

" But," objected Dennis, " do you think that it is
in the moment of suffering that one is most com-
petent to judge about the reality of pain ? "

" Certainly, for it is only in the moment of suffer-
ing that one really knows what it is that one is
judging about"

" I am not sure about that I doubt whether it
is true that experience involves knowledge and vice
versa. It is, indeed, to my mind, part of the irony
of life, that we know so much which we can never
experience, and experience so much which we can
never know."

" I don't follow that,'' said Bartlett, " but of one